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Following the recent acts by individuals in Europe that have caused offense to many
Muslims, the EU reiterates its strong and determined rejection of any form of
incitement to religious hatred and intolerance. Respect for diversity is a core value
of the European Union. This includes respect for other religious communities.

The desecration of the Quran, or of any other book considered holy, is offensive,
disrespectful and a clear provocation. Expressions of racism, xenophobia and
related intolerance  have no place in the European Union.

We continue to stand up for freedom of religion or belief and freedom of expression,
abroad and at home; but not everything that is legal is ethical.

Now is the time to stand together for mutual understanding and respect. These acts
committed by individual provocateurs only benefit those who want to divide us and
our societies.
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